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Friday is National Punctuation Day

The apostrophe is the most misused.

By COLETTE BANCROFT

St Petersburg Times

Friday is Maticnal Punctuation Day.

Many of us are werried already. As a former English teacher and copy editer, | despair for humanity when |
open an e-maill that bristles with so many exclamation points | can hardly make out the words between them.
And those are just the news releases about library events.

Just last week, Washington Post columnist Gene Weingarten declared the English language dead, the coup
de grace delivered by an unnecessary apostrophe.

But don't bury English yet. People are fighting to revive its proper use. Mational Punctuation Day was the
brainchild of Jeff Rubin, a California newsletter writer who founded it in 2004 as "a celebration of the lowly
comma, correctly used quotation marks, and other proper uses of periods, semicolons, and the ever-
mystericus ellipsis."

Rubin and his wife, Norma, maintain a website, naticnalpunctuationday.com.






