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IT'S NATIONAL PUNCTUATION DAY!
Posted by Meredith Blake
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technologically savvy) grammarians might take a picture of the offending

sticklers on our blogs; a few will even publish screeds on the subject. Yet EIE;LH e
by and large the diverse grammarian community has not yet organized E-MAIL | TWITTER
politically; like so many disillusioned youths at coffee shops the world -

over, we're likely to gripe and unlikely to take action. EE}OK CLUB

Jeff Rubin may be the exception to the rule. Sick of hearing him complain =~ ¢ ATEGORIES

about the widespread abuse of commas, semicolons, and apostrophes, WEEKLY READER
Rubin's wife urged him to do something about it. So it was that in 2004 L
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he launched National Punctuation Day. e e
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Rubin is savvy at marketing the annual event, sponsoring haiku contests EVENTS

and cook-offs. His Web site has a playful yet reverent tone. Blown-up IDEAS WE LIKE
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the homepage, in a lincup reminiscent of Mount Rushmore. There's the

page devoted to each of these wonderful little symbols. Though we all

support proper punctuation in theory, Rubin has not shied away from BN CHANGE

action, even that which invites controversy. In an Oprah-like move, he THE SUBCONSTIOUS
got political in 2008 and endorsed the much-debated serial comma—a :t: LTFUUL ok
position that [ heartily support. THIS WEEK IN FICTION
Inspired by Rubin's tale of grammatical empowerment, I intend to NEW YOS ER
commemorate this day by curling up with my copy of "Elements of BLOGS

Style." Not an cspecially radical act, but this revolution must start at :E:VLS N%E'S:é WORLD
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