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On September 24th Teach How to Use
and Read Punctuation Marks

@ Renes Carver
7 See 13, 2008

September 24th s National
Punctuation Dayl Try soms fun and
educstionsl lesoon plan ectivities
to teach punciuation skills and

kil

On September 24th, join schools and

businesses across the nation in celebvating Mationsl
Puncivation Day. Check out the Matlonal Punctustion Day
webslte for resources and idess. Then, try some {or a8!) of
the sciivities described befow to "mark” this important day!

Mote: You may wenl to cefebrale over the course of & week,

focusing on ondy & few marks each dey: peniod and comma;
excizmation point and question mank; guoleton marks and
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parentheses; colon and semicobon; and aposinophe, elipsis, desh, and hyphen,

Students Will:

hame different puncluaton marks.
lgentify ways each punclestion mark can be wsed.

« & & & »

Use punctiation clees to read texts sloud fluently and vath expression.
Use different punciustion marks comecthy in thesr writing.
Participate in fun, puncteetionrelsied actvities, mochading inventing a new punciuation mark|

Lesson Focus: Why Do People Use Punctuation?

Ask children why we need puncieation, Read aloud the picture book Punciualion Tekes & Viecalion by Robin Pulver [Holiday House, 2003]. Note
o texl runs together without the hedp of puncteation. Or, provide children wilh a paregraph of tesxt from which you have removed 28
punclustion and have them iny to read if. Discuss how punctustion marks are needed o clanfy (e mesning of whal someone has wilten.

Introduce Punctuation Marks

+» The Perfect Pop-Up Punciustion Book by Kate Pelty [Dutton Chédren’s Books, 2006] is & grest resource for introducing punciustion marks
end thedr use. It incledes neles for wsing each mark, along with fip-up panels, pul-iags, and pop-ups that mix funny texi and Busirations 1o

present each mark being wsed in context.

+ Resd alowd 3 picture book that containes punciweation mark charecters. The Bustrations will teach children what each mark looks Bke, and
the personeliies and actions of the cheracters will help chiidren undersiand how esch mark is vsed. For example, exclamation points might
shoul all their dizlogue. Try Puncfusfion Tekes & Viacsalion, Alfis the Aposfrophe by Moira Rose Donohue [Scholzstic Ine., 2006], or Fenny
end the Punciuafion Bee by Moira Rose Donohue [Alberl Whilman & Company, 2008].

Punctuation Mark Activities for Practice and Assessment

+ Build Reeding Flusncy: Use Punciusfion Clues: Resd text sloud, wsing puncivation clues to model when to pause o stop and how to read
wilh expression. Have children echo-read &fter you. Use sentences from the picture books mentioned previoushy or the pictune book
version of Esfs, Shools & Leaves by Lynne Tress [G.P. Puinam’s Sons, 2006] and/or The Gid's Like Speaghefti by Lynne Truss [G.P.




